
Legislative Update No. 5 from Ron Highland, Representative of the 51st District 

 

The education phase for committees has essentially come to an end.  We all have spent a great 

deal of time learning details about a wide range of topics.  I especially enjoyed learning how our 

energy products (oil, gas, solar, wind, etc.) are found, harvested, converted, and then moved from 

one location to another.  This part of the session is interesting and rewarding. 

A few topics discussed this week caused some excitement in committees and judging by the 

lobbying efforts and press activity there was more than a passing interest in them.  The 

Education Committee heard testimony on Common Core State Standards, a movement to 

nationalize curriculum standards.  The Energy and Environment Committee heard additional 

testimony on global warming and renewable energy portfolio standards.  These standards are law 

that sets how much of our energy requirements will be produced from “renewable” sources such 

as wind and solar.  I will be discussing these topics in more depth as the bills affecting them 

move forward. 

The work considering each of the bills introduced begins in earnest.  Interested parties of specific 

bills will testify as proponents, opponents, or neutral.  Committee members ask specific 

questions to gain factual information to help in their decision to come later.  The committees 

then meet on each bill to decide its fate.  They can kill the bill or pass it out of committee to the 

full House for consideration.  This takes time and committees are reserving meeting rooms for 

evening sessions to get the work done before the rapidly approaching deadline. 

A highlight for me this week was attending a banquet honoring the 50 Kansas students inducted 

into the Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society selected from all 19 community colleges 

across the state.  There were purple lips everywhere on Wednesday when Purple Pride ice cream 

was distributed for K-State Day at the Capitol.  But, the surprise for the week was when one of 

my fellow Representatives, Willie Dove, from Bonner Springs, sang the Lord’s Prayer to open 

one of our daily sessions.  I generally refuse to use the word awesome, but in this case it will 

always remain an awesome and memorable occasion for me. 

I thank you for the honor of serving you.  Please feel free to contact me at 

Ron.Highland@house.ks.gov or 785-296-7310. 
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