Legislative Update No. 10, April 15, 2017
I wish all the blessings of the Easter holiday season to everyone.
Drop Dead Day, first adjournment occurred on April 7. That is the last day for bills to be heard in either
chamber. Oh, but wait, there are exceptions to the rule. The bills that are in exempt committees and bills that
were blessed by being referred to an exempt committee are technically still alive for consideration. But,
generally speaking, all the bills that were considered are completed. The remaining business to be completed
will deal with the 2018 and 2019 budget, the tax bill, and the education funding bill. The work will begin on
May 1 when we return for the “Veto Session.” In earlier times this was a short session to only consider the bills
the Governor has vetoed. Now we have a great deal of work to do in a short amount of time.
The Appropriations, Tax, and K-12 Budget Committees continue to meet and pass out bills for the House
Chamber to consider. The Tax Committee is working on a bill that contains a flat tax system and removes the
LLC pass through income provision in current law. However, the Senate considered a flat tax bill and it failed
in the Senate just before first adjournment. That will mean that the Tax Committee may reconsider their current

flat tax bill. Where this all leads, I cannot say. All sides must eventually compromise because by law we
cannot adjourn until a final budget is passed.
Tax revenues in March did not increase like some had hoped. The Appropriations Committee looks at the
revenues each month with April being the critical month when the consensus revenue estimates for the next
year are published. Also, they are waiting to see what tax bill may pass so that the expected tax receipts are
known within reason to allow passage of a balanced budget as required by law. The other unknown is the K-12
education budget bill being considered. If the final version passes and is like the recent amended bill in
committee now, there will be an additional requirement to spend $500 million plus.
The Rescission Bill Sub. for HB 2052 passed before adjournment. This was a big hurdle that allows the
government to finish the year with a balanced budget. It was controversial, and was not to my personal liking.
But, we had to pass the compromise bill or face too many problems to list on July 1 of this year.
Other bills of interest that passed before first adjournment include:
Simon’s Law, SB 85, will prevent do-not-resuscitate orders from being instituted for a minor unless at least one
parent provide oral or written consent. This bill came out of our Federal and State Affairs Committee and it
passed easily through both chambers. I attended the Governor’s signing of the bill, and am proud to say Kansas
is the first state to pass such a law.
HB 2319 regulating abortion practice; requiring certain physician information to be provided under the
Woman’s Right to Know Act. I supported this legislation.
House Sub. for SB 70 amends the Kansas Amusement Ride Act. A small group of us, to include myself and my
intern, Mary Sabatini, worked on this bill beginning in January when we determined the state laws were
inadequate to protect our citizens. It passed the House overwhelmingly.
House Sub. SB 13 will allow convenience stores, grocery stores, and drug stores, who are licensed, to sell cereal
malt beverages containing up to 6.0% alcohol by volume. Liquor stores would be permitted to sell tobacco,
lottery tickets, and some other goods normally sold in grocery stores. I argued against this bill on the floor and
voted against it. I visited with my local liquor store owners and could not see this as a good thing for their
business in the long run. The change goes into effect in 2019, if it becomes law, and remains in effect for ten
years. However, one fact remains of concern for me. One legislature cannot pass laws obligating future
legislatures. That means we must be vigilant over the next 10 years to make sure the terms of the agreement are
upheld. We shall see.
The other big news was the vote to override the Governor’s veto of the Medicaid Expansion bill. It was a long
day of discussion that extended over the weekend and concluded on the next Monday. The House failed to
override the veto with the required two thirds vote, and because both chambers would have to override, the
Senate did not have to take a vote. I voted not to override. There are too many questions concerning expanding
Medicaid now. Cost estimates to the state were in the millions and one estimate had a billion-dollar estimate
over the next ten years. From a purely fiscal view point, our state simply cannot afford such an expansion. I
also looked at the federal government’s role in this issue. If they make any of the changes they are discussing,
it could mean the above estimates could double. I considered it to be too big a risk to take this session.

April 3rd and 4th were big sports days in the House. It was my honor to recognize the National Christian
Homeschool Championship Boys’ Varsity Division 2C Team, who won their championship in Springfield,
Missouri. Their outstanding record included four overtime victories. This regional team, CHIEF, Christian
Homes in Education Fellowship, competes as a nonprofit organization. The players recognized are Derek
Bowman, Manhattan; Luke Casada, Manhattan; Luke McNellis, Manhattan; Nathan McNellis, Manhattan;
Cody Mericle, Wamego; Josh Patterson, St George; Dylan Peters, Junction City; Noah Salts, Manhattan; Patrick
Schrader, Paxico; and James Wilson, Manhattan. Also recognized are their coaches: Head Coach, John Peters;
and Assistant Coaches DeQuaan Simmons, Sid Catterson, John McNellis, and Doug Mericle. The Athletic
Director is Troy Bowman.
On the official Opening Day of the Major-League Baseball season, the history of Kansas baseball Town Teams
was recognized by Representative Chuck Weber, who stated that between 1900 and 1910 there were at least 300
Town Teams across the State of Kansas. Mentioned were the Town Teams of Rossville and Wamego. “Town
Teams—Bigger than Baseball” is a Kansas produced documentary that was shown in the Capitol on April 3. It
was filmed in Rossville where the Rossville Rattlers, Mid-Plains League summer collegiate baseball team, is
supported by the community to this day.
At my website, www.ronhighland.com, you can find a syllabus that explains in detail how to get the legislative
information you need. My contact information is: Rm 561 W, State Capitol, Topeka, Kansas,
66612; ron.highland@house.ks.gov, and 785-296-7310. It is an honor and a privilege to serve you.
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